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IN THE SPECIFICATION 

Please amend the specification as follows: 



Page 1, line^ change "No. , filed " to --No, 

08/994, 047, fil^d 12/>9?97— . 

Page 1, lin^/5, change "No. , filed " to — No. 

08/994,363, fi^ed 12/19/97--. 

Page 1, line 7, eFiange "No. , filed " to — No. 

08/994, 046, filed JT^/19/97— . 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claims 8-K), T2, 16-18 and 3 2T— 3 4 1 
Please amend claims 5, 7, 11, 13, 19-21, 24, 28-31 and 
35-40 as follows: 




5. (Amende^) The method of claim 1, further comprising 
the step of: 

performing\ ota^y of electronically crediting a bank 

account of the \payee and generating a check or draft 

payable to the p^ayee in accordance with the payment 
directions . 




(Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein each of the 
receiVed payment requests includes payor payment 
information including at least one of a name, a street 
address, \a city and state, and a first zip code of the 
payee to b^y paid , and further comprises the steps of: 

processing at least a portion of the payor payment 
information ot^er than [a] any received first zip code, to 
identify an eleven digit zip code for the payee to be paid; 
and 
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p accessing the database to locate the payee information 

? correspondir 





(Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein a first of 
the \ plurality of payees has a plurality of payment 
remittance centers and a first of the payment requests 
includes information identifying a payor account number 
with thd^ first payee, and further comprising the steps of; 

[processing] identifying one or more alphanumeric 
charactersX in the account number [to select one of the 
plurality remittance centers]; [and] 

selecting, one of the plurality of remittance centers 
based upon the Ydentified alphanumeric characters; and 
directing payment to the one remittance center. 



;>\)Ol13\ (Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein each of the 



^6 



payment requests includes a payor's account number with a 
payeeAand further comprising the steps of: 

staring alteration rules corresponding to a payee 
account number format; and 

transforming the account number included in one of the 
payment requests into an altered account number including a 
portion of at\least one of a payor's name, a payors street 
address and a payor's zip code according to the alteration 
rules . 



system for 



19- \ (Amended) An electronic bill payment 
I processing payment requests, comprising: 

Irj anVnput port for receiving respective sets of payor 

payment requests from a plurality of separate sources , each 
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of the sets of payment requests corresponding to an 
associated set of payors ; 

a datta base configured to store records associated 
with a plurality of payees; and 

a processor for processing the respective sets of 
payor paymentX requests to generate payment directions for 
paying the plurality of payees in accordance with the 
received payment requests and the records stored in the 
database associated with the plurality of payees. 

20. (Amended) The \system of claim 19, wherein the input 
port receives a respective batch file from each of the 
plurality of sources, Neach respective batch file containing 
a different one of tXe sets of payment requests [from 
payors subscribed to the\source]. 



21. (Amended) The system o^E claim 19, wherein: 

the payment requests hoom each of the plurality of 
separate sources are [respectively] in a different 
[formats] format from that of\the payment requests from 
other of the plurality of separata sources ; and 

the processor is further configured to normalize the 
payment requests from each source tov correspond to a common 
format prior to producing the payment directions . 



24. (Amended) The systert/ o^ claim 23, wherein the payment 

Imn i nn 1 1 y r r n d n hi r by [the 



advice is in a form 
payee's] a payee system. 



!8. ^Amended) The system of claim 19, wherein: 
0^ on\ of the payor payment requests [a payment to] is a 

\U request uo pay one of the plurality of payees having a 
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plurality of payment remittance centers, the one payor 
payment request [vLncluding] includes a payor account number 
with the one payea; and 

the processor\ is further configured to process the 
account number to \identify [a single payment remittance 
center] one of the plurality of payment remittance centers, 
and to generate the payment directions to direct payment to 
the [single] one paymenV remittance center. 

29. (Amended) The system of claim 28, wherein the 
processor is further conmgured to identify information in 
the account number which \c° rres P onc *s to the [single] one 
payment remittance center atid to identify the [single] one 
payment remittance center \ based upon the identified 
information. \ 

30. (Amended) The system oA claim 29, wherein the 
identified information [of the account number] includes one 
or more alphanumeric characters\ [identifying a single 
remittance center] . \ 

31. (Amended) The system of claim 19, \urther comprising: 

a storage device configured to stoke validation rules 
corresponding to values for fields of payee account numbers 
and alteration rules corresponding tfo a payee account 
number format; / 

wherein the payment requests include payor account 

numbers [and]£ I 

wherein the processor is furtjher configured to [ : ] 
verify that the account numbers conform to the stored 
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validation rules, alter the, account numbers according to 

the stored alteration ri^es, and generate the payment 

directions to include the. altered account number^ 

wherein the altered /account number includes a portion 
of at least one of the payor's name, street address or zip 
code . 




- J 5 - \ (Amended) A system for processing payment information, 
^ composing: 

ne or more networks; 
a\plurality of source stations, coupled to the one or 
more networks, each source station configured to collect 
respective payment requests from a plurality of payors for 
payment qf a plurality of payees , each request containing 
payment information, including a payee name, payee address 
data, and A payor account number with a payee; and 

a centralized remittance station, coupled to the one 
or more networks, [having a payee database,] and configured 
^L/ to receive tne [payment information] respective sets of 
payment request^ from [at least one of] the plurality of 
source stations \ via at least one of the one or more 
networks, and process the payment information to [produce] 
generate payment directions for paying [a payee to be paid 
selected from the payee database] the plurality of payees 
in accordance with thk processed payment information . 

36. (Amended) The system of claim 35, wherein: 

the centralized rermittance station [, coupled to the 
networks, ] is further configured to [receive the payment 
information from one of t\e plurality of source stations 
via the networks,] proces^v the payment information to 
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\ 

produce an eleven digit zip code for each of the [payee] 

payees , [and] access [the] a database to locate a payee 

record corresponding to the eleven digit zip code and 

generate the payment directions for paying that payee in 



accordance with the\ located payee record . 

37. (Amended) The svstem of claim 36, wherein: 

the [data base] \ database is accessed using a portion 
of [a payee] the name of each payee and the eleven digit 
zip code for that paye^e to access the payee record of that 
payee [ ; and 

the payee record farther corresponds to the portion of 
the payee name] . 

38. (Amended) The [methoc^ system of claim 37 , wherein: 
[the access step includes comparing] the centralized 

remittance station matches \ the portion of the payee name 
with a payee name in the payee record [in the database] to 
locate the payee record . 

39. (Amended) The system of claim 35, further comprisingj_ 
a database of alteration i\ules indicating a format for 

payee account numbers, 

wherein the centralized remittance station transforms 
the payor account number into W altered payor account 
number according to the alteration rules and generates 
payment directions including the\ altered payor account 
number . 

40. (Amended) The system of claim 36, wherein the payee 
has a plurality of remittance centers\and the centralized 
remittance station is further configured to process the 
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payor account number to identify [a single remittance 
center] one of the plurality of remittance centers, and to 
H> [direct a payments including the altered payor account 
number, ] generate the payment direction so as to direct 
payment to the single remittance center. 



Please add claims 41r>o as follows 



C>0^as 



S^Vl — ^* An a ^i°l e °f manufacture for electronically 

*0 ^processing bill\ payment requests, the article of 
manufacture comprising: 

a computer readable medium; and 

computer programming stored on the medium; wherein the 
stored computer programming is configured to be readable 
from the computer readable medium by at least one computer 
to thereby cause the\at least one computer to operate so as 
to : 

receive respective sets of payment requests 
electronically from a\ plurality of independent sources, 
each set of payment requests corresponding to an associated 
set of payors requesting\payments to a plurality of payees, 
and 

process the payment Requests at a single remittance 
processing system having\ a database including payee 
information for each of the Yplurality of payees to generate 
payment directions for paying the plurality of payees in 
accordance with the processed payment requests and the 
payee information. 

— 42. The article of manufacture according to claim 41, 

wherein the computer programming is further readable to 
cause the least one computer to: 
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receive ia first of the respective sets of payment 
requests in a\first format; 

receive k second of the respective sets of payment 

requests in a \ second format, different from the first 

format; and \ 

normalize the\ first and the second respective sets of 
payment requests to\correspond to a third format; and 

generate the \payment directions based upon the 
normalized first ana second respective sets of payment 
requests. — \ 

— 43. The article of manufacture according to claim 41, 

wherein: \ 

a first of the respective sets of payment requests is 
received in a first format\ and 

processing includes normalizing the first respective 
set of payment requests tb correspond to a normalized 
format and generating the payment directions based upon the 
normalized first respective payment requests. — 

— 44. The article of manufacture according to claim 41, 

wherein each of the respective sets of payment requests 
from payors is received as a batch file. — 

— 45. The article of manufacture according to claim 41, 

whereirT: — •^^^^ / I 

the payment^Blrf^epiQS^^ one of electronically 

crediting a bank accoi>nL^<rt the^paye^and generating a 
check or draft payable to the payee.-- 
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46. The article of manufacture according to claim 41, 
computer prograrjartfing^ is further readable to 

cause tF~ 

generate a respectiye payment 
plurality of payees x^orrespgpdrfng to the payment 
directions ; and 

transmit the payment advice to each of the plurality 
of payees. — 




^--\47. The article of manufacture according to claim 41, 

wherein: 

each of the received payment requests includes payor 
payment information having at least one of a name, a street 
address, and a city and state of the payee to be paid; 

the computer programming is further readable to cause 
the at \east one computer to process at least a portion of 
the paydr payment information other than a received zip 
code to inentify an eleven digit zip code for the payee to 
be paid, and to access the database to locate the payee 
informatiom corresponding to the eleven digit zip code.— 



— 48. The\ article of manufacture according to claim 41, 

wherein : 

a first oA the plurality of payees has a plurality of 
payment remittance centers and a first of the payment 
requests includes\ information identifying a payor account 
number with the finst payee; and 

the computer programming is further readable to cause 
the at least one computer to: 

identify one or Vore alphanumeric characters in the 
account number, 
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select one the plurality of remittance centers 

based upon the identified alphanumeric characters, and 
direct payment to the one remittance center.— 



v — 49. The article of manufacture according to claim 41, 

whete.^ : 

eacfi\of the payment requests includes a payor's 
account number^withi a payee; and 

the computer pr>qgramming is further readable to cause 
the at least one computet^to: 

determine if the received account number conforms with 
validation rules corresponding Tx^ payee values for fields 
of the account number; 

transform the validated account nurftk^er into an altered 
account number according to the alteration rules 
corresponding to a payee account number, and 

transmit the altered account number to the p^ee to 
notify a payee of a payment based on the payih^nt 
directions . — 



^-ASO. An electronic bill payment system for processing 

paWent requests, comprising: 

\ an input port for receiving sets of payor payment 
requests from a plurality of separate sources, each 
separate source associated with a respective set of payment 
requests from a plurality of payors for payment to a 
plurality of payees; 

a ckata base configured to store records associated 
with the plurality of payees; and 

a processor for processing the payment requests to 
generate payment directions for paying the plurality of 
payees in accordance with the received payment requests 
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and the records storecl in the database associated with the 
plurality of payees. — 
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